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his great position, and I can only express the hope
that his successor may follow worthily in his
father's steps.
Exactly two years later the Dictionary's
Memoir appears, and, after reading it, Mr. Hardie
changes his loyal tone and unreservedly accepts
the Memoir as giving a true portrait of the King 1
The Merthyr " Pioneer" of June 22, 1912,
published a review of the Memoir, headed " King
Edward and Others. By J. Keir Hardie, M.P."
The London papers devoted only a few lines to
this eulogy of Sir Sidney Lee. I will be more
generous, but only for the purpose of showing
how entirely the iconoclastic Royalty-hater and
the eminent author of the Memoir are now in
accord.
First, however, I must note that in a little
volume entitled "The Golden Book of King
Edward vn.," I find this further confirmation of
the authoritative statements contained in the
" Fortnightly Review" and in my work, and
bearing out the views of Sir Richard Holmes:
As for King Edward's literary tastes, which
are evinced in the Royal library at Sandringham,
it is evident that his chief interest was in the history
of his country, and especially of his own time.
He bought every work he could hear of dealing with
the public or private administration o/ the Eastern
Empire, with the history of the Crimean War, with
Colonial history, and reports of the Indian Mutiny*
The calleetion generally is that of a man of business
whose interests are many and diverse.